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Editorial
Welcome to the latest edition of the Lancashire Brussels policy update. This edition includes the European transport ministers’ discussion on the Commission’s proposal for a Directive on cross-border enforcement of traffic offences. 

Additionally, a proposed directive which upgrades existing consumer protection aimed at giving consumers, regardless of where they shop in the EU, crystal clear information on price, additional charges and any fees they may encounter before a contract is signed.
The next Policy Update is due out in a fortnight; if you have any queries before then please do not hesitate to contact us.
Anthony Monks
Assistant European Liaison Officer

10th October 2008
Review & Outlook
Review
This week all the Lancashire Brussels team were heavily involved in facilitating Lancashire’s involvement in the 2008 Open Days – European Week of Regions and Cities; hosting members of Lancashire County Council’s climate change and road safety teams who presented insightful and informative presentations during their respective workshops. For more information on the 2008 Open Days please contact us. 
Outlook
The week ahead sees the Road Safety Day 2008 being held in Paris, which focuses on road safety in our cities. Additionally, this week will see MEPs preparing for the key issues they expect the European Council to address on 15 and 16 October 2008 which surround discussions for possible improvements for financial stability in the EU, responses to the volatility of the prices of foodstuffs and energy measures to combat climate change and improve the Union's energy security.
The session is set to include a debate with French President Nicholas Sarkozy on the EU summit, second reading votes on the rights of agency workers, airport charges and legislation on clean road vehicles.
Funding Opportunities and Consultations
Broadband: Commission consults on regulatory strategy to promote high-speed Next Generation Access networks in Europe

The European Commission has launched a public consultation on the regulatory principles to be applied by EU Member States to Next Generation Access broadband networks (NGA). NGA optical fibre-based networks enable bit-rates several times higher than those currently available on traditional copper wire networks. 

NGAs are required to deliver high-definition content (such as high definition television) and interactive applications. The objective of a common regulatory framework for NGA is to foster a consistent treatment of operators in the EU and thereby ensure the necessary regulatory predictability to invest. 

The Commission is consulting on the basis of a draft Recommendation, addressed to the regulators in the 27 EU Member States and suggesting definitions for harmonized categories of regulated services, access conditions, rates of return and appropriate risk premiums. The public consultation will be open until 14th November 2008. 

The Commission will then finalise the Recommendation in the light of comments received and formally adopt it in 2009. 
Background: 
Broadband access is currently regulated by national regulators. The objective of the Commission's Recommendation will be to foster the application of consistent access remedies on dominant NGA operators. It builds on the European Regulators Group ("ERG") opinion on regulatory principles of NGA submitted to the Commission on 1 October 2007.

There are 229 million copper lines in the EU (source: Idate, Digiworld yearbook 2008), against slightly more than 1 million fibre connections. Analysts forecast a further €20 billion spending on NGA by 2011.

The Commission's public consultation document can be found at:   http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/policy/ecomm/library/public_consult/nga/index_en.htm
For you information, the work of the ERG on NGA is available at: http://www.erg.eu.int/doc/publications/erg07_16rev2_opinion_on_nga.pdf http://www.erg.eu.int/doc/publications/erg_07_16rev2b_nga_opinion_suppl_doc.pdf
To contribute to the Commission's public consultation can be sent to:                                    infso-b1ext@ec.europa.eu 
Partner Searches
If you would like to circulate your own partner search, please contact us
There are no new partner searches for this edition; please see previous editions for on-going searches. 
Back to contents
Conferences
Costs, Benefits and Motivations for Digital Preservation 

28 October 2008 - 30 October 2008 Nice, France

This conference presents the most recent results of CASPAR, Planets, DPE and other European Union co-funded research and development work into methods, tools and services to facilitate digital preservation. During the two-day conference these projects will present and give live demonstrations of the latest tools and services.
Towards Future Media Internet - Networked and Electronic Media Summit 

13 October 2008 - 15 October 2008 Saint-Malo, France

The first Networked and Electronic Media (NEM) Summit is organised by the NEM European Technology Platform under the aegis of the European Commission and with the support of the Region Bretagne during the current French Presidency. 
This summit aims to emphasise the importance for Europe of Networked Electronic Media as an undisputed driver towards a "Future Media Internet", reaping the full benefit of convergence and digitalisation. During the event many EU-funded collaborative projects will also showcase their results in areas such as new user-centric media applications and devices, new media delivery platforms, 3D visualisation and electronic cinema.
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EU General
Catherine Ashton appointed as new EU Trade Commissioner 

Catherine Ashton has been confirmed as the new European Commissioner for External Trade. 
The appointment by the Council of Ministers follows the departure of Peter Mandelson to take up the position of Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform in the United Kingdom.

Background
Catherine Ashton, Baroness Ashton of Upholland, PC, was a Labour member in the UK House of Lords, the Leader of the House of Lords and Lord President of the Council in Gordon Brown's first cabinet in June 2007. She is an economist and previously held positions as Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State in the Department for Education and Skills, Parliamentary Under-Secretary in the Department for Constitutional Affairs, and Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the Ministry of Justice. 
European Commission adopts Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion 
The European Commission adopted the Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion, signalling the start of a major consultation with regional and local authorities, associations, NGOs, civil society and other organisations with the aim of achieving a better and shared understanding of territorial cohesion and its implications for the future of the EU's regional policy. 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/consultation/terco/index_en.htm 
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Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Sorry, there are no articles in this edition.
Back to contents
Education and Culture
Sorry, there are no articles in this edition.
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e-Europe and Information Society
Sorry, there are no articles in this edition.
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Employment and Social Affairs
Commission aims to improve work-life balance with longer and better maternity leave 
Proposals unveiled by the European Commission will entitle mothers to longer and better maternity leaver. 
A separate proposal would also improve the situation of self-employed women by providing equivalent access to maternity leave, on a voluntary basis. 
The two initiatives form part of a package of measures to improve work-life balance for all Europeans – both women and men; aiming to update and improve existing EU legislation and will now be sent to the European Parliament and national governments for discussion. 
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Enterprise
Sorry, there are no articles in this edition.
Back to contents
Environment
MEPs vote largely in favour of three separate climate change reports

MEPs on the Environment Committee voted largely in favour of the European Commissions’ original proposals on three separate climate change proposals from January this year with no major amendments;
· Greenhouse gas emission allowance, a revised directive on the EU Emissions Trading System.
· Shared effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, a decision on effort-sharing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in non-EU ETS sector.
· Ecological capture and storage of carbon dioxide.
MEPs are due to vote on these proposals at full plenary in December.

Back to contents
Health and Consumer Protection
Consumers: Commission proposes EU-wide rights for shoppers
The proposed directive upgrades existing consumer protection in key areas where there have been large numbers of complaints in recent years - such as pressure selling which will guarantee consumers, regardless of where they shop in the EU, crystal clear information on price, additional charges and any fees they may encounter before a contract is signed; this reinforces consumer protection against both late and non-delivery, as well as setting out EU-wide consumer rights on issues ranging from the 13 day cancellation window, returns, refunds and repairs, in addition to guarantees and unfair contract termination.
The new directive is achieved by targeting e-commerce as part of a wide-ranging overhaul and up-grading of existing EU consumer rights online and in the high street, aiming to boost consumer confidence and business within national borders. 
An example of where this new directive would be applied is on "eBay" auctions, with the directive requiring sellers to clearly display information about consumer rights at the point of sale. 
Justice and Home Affairs
EU aims to boost national efforts to fight poverty and social exclusion 
The European Commission has put forward a set of common principles to help guide EU countries in their strategies to tackle poverty and is based around three key aspects:
· Adequate income support;
· Inclusive labour markets;
· Access to quality services. 
National governments will be encouraged to refer to these common principles and define policies for 'active inclusion' on this basis so as to step up the fight against exclusion from society and from the labour market.
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Sorry, there are no articles in this edition.
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Transport
Transport Council debate cross-border sanctions for traffic offenders
At a meeting in Luxembourg on 9 October, European transport ministers discussed the Commission’s proposal for a Directive on cross-border enforcement of traffic offences. 
The proposal was put forward in March this year, with the aim of contributing to the EU’s target of halving road deaths by 2010.
The Directive would establish a system to exchange car registration details between member states and allow national authorities to issue financial penalties to non-residents. This would covers four infractions: speeding, drink-driving, not wearing a seat-belt and failing to stop at a red light. 
In the Council, the member states expressed support for the objectives of the Directive and the need for action at the European level, but on the details of the measures there was considerable disagreement. Firstly, there was the question of whether measures should be taken under the First Pillar (Community decision-making), as suggested by the Commission, or the Third Pillar (Justice and Home Affairs), which gives less role to the European Parliament. Belgium, among others, supported the Commission, but a larger number of member states (including Germany, Denmark and the UK) thought the Directive could only be legally effective if based on the latter process
There was general agreement on the exchange of registration details, although here the Finnish and Dutch delegations expressed concern at potential duplication with the Prüm Agreement. The harmonisation of penalties was categorically opposed by several member states, notably the UK and Finland, for whom such measures would run contrary to the principle of subsidiarity. Finally, a number of member states would like to see a greater range of infringements covered by the Directive, but only after agreement is reached on the initial four offences.
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Diary
	22nd Sept
	UK Permanent Representation (UKRep) meeting to discuss the UK’s position on key European legislative proposals and update on UKRep communications activity – Tanja Siggs and Kieran Curran; for further information please contact: tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org
   

	23rd Sept
	Meeting with European Commission press officer to discuss media issues and attend European Commission’s mid-day briefing – Tanja Siggs and Kieran Curran; for further information please contact: tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org   


	25th Sept
	Employment and Social Affairs UKBO (UK Brussels Office meeting) – meeting addressed trans-national co-operation component within the European Social Fund programme; for further information please contact: tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org   


	6th – 9th Oct
	Open Days 2008 – European Week of Regions and Cities event – major regional policy event where Lancashire County Council and the Lancashire Brussels Office promoted LCC’s work on tackling climate change and promoting road safety; for further information please contact: tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org   
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Contact Details
Lancashire Brussels Office

North West of England House

Rue du Marteau 21

B-1000 Brussels

Belgium

Fax: +32 2 229 5383

Tanja Siggs             
+32 2 229 5371

tanja.siggs@lancashire-brussels.org                  Jayesh Patel 

+32 2 229 5372

jayesh.patel@lancashire-brussels.org  

Anthony Monks  
+32 2 229 5398

assistant@lancashire-brussels.org 
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